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Air conditioning system donated to Sea Cadet 
program

In a community service project coordinated through the Okeechobee
ContractorÕs Association, Quality Air Conditioning of Okeechobee has
installed a commercial quality air conditioning system for the
ÒNSW-TridentÓ Sea Cadet program located at the Okeechobee County
SheriffÕs Office Marine Facility at Okeetantie.

ÒThe Association was very pleased to be able to coordinate the project with
our members to improve the quality of the training and environment for the
cadetsÓ, said Tony Stark, president of the Okeechobee Contractors
Association.

Mr. Bud Neese, the owner of Quality Air Conditioning arranged with the
manufacturer, Trane, Inc., for a donation of a commercial air handler
system; John Austin and Kim Collier donated the compressor unit. Quality
Air Conditioning employees donated the installation costs, including
installation of the air duct system. John OÕConnell, owner of OÕConnell
Services, constructed the air handler platform; and Joel Bass, owner of Bass
Electric, installed the system wiring.

ÒFrom late March through late September, the temperature inside the main
bay area of the building is extremely hot, and during these months reach
well over 100 degrees during the day and early evening. It is very difficult
for the cadets to conduct any classroom training under these conditionsÓ,
said sheriffÕs detective M. Muros, the sheriffÕs office marine officer and Sea
Cadet program coordinator.

Quality Air employees Noe Bustos, Leo Castellanos, and ÒPeeweeÓ Torres
worked at the SheriffÕs Office Marine Facility for over a week in August
installing the system and the ducting. The system was ÒtestedÓ, and at the
first drill for the cadets on the 20th of August, the system was turned on
for the cadets to use the bay area as the classroom and the overnight
sleeping area. The project was a success, and temperature dropped from 98
degrees to below 85 degrees in only an hour.

The Marine Unit building at Okeetantie is a multi-purpose facility used for
SheriffÕs Office rescue boats, storage, classroom space, marine related
operations & training, Search and Rescue Unit meetings, Florida FWC
enforcement boat storage, as well as the Sea Cadet program sponsored by
the SheriffÕs Office.

ÒThe installation of the air conditioning unit makes year round use of the
building much more practical; not only for the cadet program, but also for
our local law enforcement communityÓ, said Sheriff Paul May. ÒThe project
is an outstanding example of the superb community based support and
assistance to OkeechobeeÕs award winning Sea Cadet programÓ, Sheriff
May added.

The NSW-Trident program is administered locally by the Okeechobee
County SheriffÕs Office as their official pro_active youth development
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activity. The program is directly funded by the ChildrenÕs Services Council
of Okeechobee County, and is also directly sponsored by the NavyÕs SEAL
Association, the Navy SEAL Museum Association, and the Naval Special
Warfare Foundation.

Want more local stories?

Click here to go to our Archives. Type in a key word like the
same of your town where it asks for "word one".  Then click
"Start Search" to see other stories that have included your key
word.

Blogs for & about local issues, groups, teams

Click here to go to our community blogs index page.  Have your
say or just sit back to read opinions and observations from your
neighbors about public issues, our schools, community groups
and local sports teams!

Area organizations are on newszap.com

Click here to go to our Community Contacts pages.  Type in your
town where it asks for a "city".  Then click "Search Now".

Want regional classified ads?

Click here to go to our regional Classified Ads.

All Rights Reserved - Independent Newspapers, Inc. - click here for INI info
Click here for reprint permission and for our policies about privacy, links and 

objectionable content


